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IN HONOR OF SOUTH PASADENA

LITTLE LEAGUE

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor South Pasadena Little League which
will be celebrating its 50th anniversary on Sat-
urday, March 9, 2002. For 50 years, South
Pasadena Little League has offered young-
sters an opportunity to enjoy the numerous
benefits of organized athletics and community
events.

South Pasadena Little League, at the time
of its founding, was the only organized sport
in the City of South Pasadena. Over the last
half century, the league has grown consider-
ably, and this season, over 700 young boys
and girls, ranging in age from 5 to 14, will par-
ticipate in baseball and softball.

The benefits of participation in South Pasa-
dena Little League are extensive. Over the
years, South Pasadena Little League has in-
stilled in its participants a sense of character
and loyalty and has set forth a framework to
teach teamwork, sportsmanship, and fairplay.
The league not only affects those who partici-
pate as athletes but also the entire community
of spectators, parents, and donors. Each year,
members of the community donate more than
$20,000 to ensure the vitality of the league.

It is my pleasure to recognize such a worth-
while organization and I ask all Members of
the United States House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating South Pasadena Lit-
tle League as they celebrate 50 years of offer-
ing young people a positive environment in
which to grow and learn.

f

MALCOLM S. PRAY, JR. NAMED
‘‘CITIZEN OF THE YEAR’’

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend
my constituent and good friend, Malcolm S.
Pray, Jr. on being named ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’
by the Greenwich, Connecticut Rotary Club. I
truly cannot think of an individual more de-
serving of this award.

Over the years, Malcolm’s love of his town
and dedication to serving the community have
been exemplary. His civic activity in greater-
Greenwich has truly run the gamut—ranging
from the Boy Scouts, to the Boys and Girls
Club, to the Greenwich Symphony, to the Gar-
den Club and the Greenwich Red Cross.

As a prominent automobile dealer, Malcolm
has served as president of state, national, and
international automobile dealers trade associa-
tions. Whether chairing the Soap Box Derby or
showing his impressive personal automobile
collection to aficionados, Malcolm is equally at
home and willing to share his passion for
automobiles with others.

Greenwich is truly a better place to live and
work thanks to Malcolm Pray, and it is an
honor for me to join the Greenwich Rotary and
his larger community in taking the opportunity
to recognize his outstanding commitment by
naming him ‘‘Citizen of the Year.’’

AMBASSADOR RICHARD SCHIFT-
ER’S INSIGHTS ON THE RAOUL
WALLENBERG CASE

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, a few weeks
ago the American Jewish Committee held an
extremely interesting briefing on the case of
Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish diplomat who
saved thousands of Hungarian Jews in the
last days of the Holocaust of World War II.
Wallenberg disappeared into the horrors of the
Soviet Gulag in January of 1945, and his fate
is still not known.

This event commemorated the twentieth an-
niversary of the designation of Raoul
Wallenberg as an Honorary Citizen of the
United States. The legislation to make
Wallenberg an honorary U.S. citizen was my
first congressional action when I entered Con-
gress. I hoped that if Wallenberg were a U.S.
citizen, our government would be in a stronger
position in our attempt to find and free him. It
also brought greater public attention to the
Wallenberg story and his great courage and
heroism.

Mr. Speaker, The American Jewish Com-
mittee event featured a number of people who
have spent many years trying to solve the
Wallenberg mystery. The Chair of AJC’s Inter-
national Relations Commission, Ambassador
Richard Schifter, made remarks that were par-
ticularly insightful and important. Ambassador
Shifter brings a wealth of experience as a sen-
ior United States diplomat and as a respected
attorney. I would like to share his remarks with
my colleagues, and request that they be
placed in the RECORD.

[From AJC Lunch on Raoul Wallenberg, Feb.
13, 2002]

THE RAOUL WALLENBERG CASE

(By Ambassador Richard Schifter)
The cause of democracy, the rule of law,

and human rights, the great product of the
Enlightenment, is now for the third time in
less than one hundred years under attack
from totalitarians. As we move forward to
deal with this latest onslaught, it is fitting
for us to remember a great hero in the strug-
gle against the first totalitarian attack, the
Nazis, who, sadly, fell victim to the second,
the communists.

It was in the hell on earth created by the
evil forces at work two generations ago that
Raoul Wallenberg, a man of decency and
truly uncommon courage appeared in 1944.
Arriving in Budapest in the summer of that
year, he demonstrated what one courageous
person committed to a righteous cause could
accomplish in the fight against those who
murder at will. Taking risks, using his inge-
nuity, working day and night out of the
other neutral countries into action, he saved
tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews from
certain death.

Tom and Annette Lantos witnessed it all.
And they did not forget. Tom must once
again be thanked and congratulated for hav-
ing provided a fitting memorial for Raoul
Wallenberg’s unforgettable accomplish-
ments. Tom’s very meaningful gesture is
most certainly deeply appreciated by the
Wallenberg family and by many other
Swedes.

Although his cover was that of a Swedish
diplomat, Raoul Wallenberg has volunteered
for his work in Budapest as the representa-

tive of the United States War Refugee Board.
It was that agency of the United States Gov-
ernment that provided him with the stand-
ing necessary to carry out the tasks that he
undertook.

It is worth noting, in this context, that
Wallenberg would not have gone to Buda-
pest, the tens of thousand would not have
been saved, and Tom and Annette Lantos
might not be with us today if a bureaucratic
coup had not been carried out in the Roo-
sevelt Administration, with strong Congres-
sional support, in January 1944. The persons
who initiated the coup were four mid-level
officials of the Treasury Department, John
Pehle, Josiah DuBois, Randolph Paul, and
Ansel Luxford.

These Treasury officials had become in-
creasingly concerned with the failure of the
State Department to lift a finger to assist in
the rescue of those European Jews who had
at least a slim chance of escaping the Nazi
death machine. The State Department lead-
ership consisted in those years of the Sec-
retary, one Under Secretary, and four Assist-
ant Secretaries.

The Assistant Secretary supervising the
Visa Division, Breckinridge Long, had been
given responsibility for European refugee
policy. As to Jews his policy was very sim-
ply: don’t let them come to the United
States. Further, given the concerns of the
British Foreign Office that Jews might want
to migrate to the Mandate of Palestine, the
United States, under Long’s policies, was not
to help in any rescue effort. As the United
Kingdom had advised the United States:
‘‘The Foreign Office are concerned with the
difficulties of disposing of any considerable
number of Jews should they be rescued from
enemy occupied territory.’’ It is evident that
by letting them be killed, one avoided the
difficulty of disposing of them.

Further, so as not even to get the issue dis-
cussed in Washington, the U.S. Legation in
Bern, which was in receipt of information
about the magnitude of the Holocaust, was
explicitly instructed not to transmit such in-
formation to Washington.

But the United States Government had an-
other mission in Bern. It was staffed by per-
sonnel from the Treasury Department’s Divi-
sion of Foreign Funds Control. Its task was
to enforce the Trading-with-the-Enemy Act.
It was that mission which continued to
transmit information on the Holocaust and
on the State Department’s failure to take
action. The four officials that I have men-
tioned, none of whom, I should note, was
Jewish, became increasingly concerned and
finally decided to write a report to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. It was entitled ‘‘Re-
port to the Secretary on the Acquiescence of
This Government in the Murder of the
Jews.’’ It was a severe indictment of the
State Department.

Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau was
quite shaken by the Report and decided to
take it to President Roosevelt. Treasury also
prepared a plan to take responsibility for ref-
ugees from the State Department and create
a separate rescue agency. President Roo-
sevelt accepted the plan, without even
checking with the State Department. The
Executive Order that established the War
Refugee Board a few days later, and John W.
Pehle, the leader of the Treasury Depart-
ment effort, became its Executive Director.

The speed with which this bureaucratic
coup was carried out—it all happened in a
matter of days—was undoubtedly the result
of the fact that if the Administration did not
move forward without delay, Congress would
enact legislation calling for the establish-
ment of a refugee agency. The leader of elev-
en other Senators, including Senator Robert
Taft of Ohio. It was this combination of
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